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Reference: Elevation at Rancho Viejo Master Plan Amendment

Dear Mr. Larranaga:

On December 12, 2013, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to provide
comments for the Master Plan Amendment submittal for the Elevation at Rancho Viejo (as
known as the College North Master Plan).

The documents submitted to this office consist of a Letter addressed to the County, a Preliminary
Water Budget, and a Plat Map. The Letter submitted to the County states that developer is
requesting approval for both a Master Plan and Summary Review. However, the OSE is only
reviewing the Master Plan Amendment as requested by the County.

The proposal provides an outline for the creation of three lots which consist of the development
of a 214-unit apartment complex on Lot 1-B and 10 single family residences on Lot 1-A. Lot 1-
C will be reserved for a future single/multi-family development. The applicant is seeking to
amend the College North Master Plan and would like to relocate the 214-unit apartment complex
project from the west end of the property to the eastside of the property in response to neighbor
concerns. The property is located on the intersection of College Drive and Richards Avenue
within Section 21, Township 16 North, Range 9 East. The proposed water supply is to be
provided by Santa Fe County Utilities.

The developer states that Lot 1-A will be served by a centralized drainage pond. It is not clear
from the proposal how water for this pond will be captured. The OSE Water Rights Division
should be contacted regarding OSE Rules and Regulations regarding water impoundment
concerning ponds.
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This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code (Code)
and the New Mexico Subdivision Act.

When a development/subdivision proposal is received by the OSE, the developer’s water
demand analysis is reviewed (pursuant to the Code) to determine if it is technically correct and
reasonable. The OSE also verifies that the appropriate conservation measures are reflected in the
analysis. Further, data in the water demand analysis is compared with the data and statements
included in the disclosure statement and in the restrictive covenants to make sure that they are
consistent with each other.

The Development Plan includes a Water Budget, which estimates water use for the 214-unit
apartment complex as 34.24 acre-feet per annum (0.16 acre-feet per unit) and 2.5 acre-feet per
annum (0.25 acre-feet per annum per lot) for the 10 single family residential lots. This estimate
is consistent with the findings presented in the City of Santa Fe’s November 2009, Resolution
No. 2009-116 that adopted standard formulas by water use category for calculating development
water budgets.

In the Letter the developer states that a Water Utilities Service Availability Analysis is included
in the proposal. This analysis was not provided to the OSE.

A letter from Santa Fe County Utilities is not included in the proposal as required by Section
6.4.4(a) of the Code.

Article VII, Section 6.1 of the Code allows the Santa F County Land Use staff to refer
development plans to state agencies for review “if in the opinion of the C’ounty Hydrologist and
the Code Administrator, such referrals will provide information necessary to the determination
ofwhether or not a proposed development is in conformance with provisions of this Code “. The
OSE recognizes the proactive actions on behalf of the County to solicit the technical opinion of
the OSE on this development plan. However, because the proposed development is not formally
covered under the New Mexico Subdivision Act, the OSE declines to provide an opinion at this
time. We appreciate the opportunity to review the Elevation at Rancho Viejo Master Plan.

If you have any questions, please call Julie Valdez at 505-827-6790.

Bureau Chief

cc: OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office


